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There are a number of changes to the
regulations both operationally and in
relation to the criteria. The
Coronavirus concessions are being
withdrawn other than for particular
categories. Here are the main changes
due to take place.

Skilled Worker route and Tier 2
Sportsperson route

Concessions were put in place for those
who applied as Skilled Workers (and
the predecessor route) in the UK
between 24 January 2020 and 30 June
2021, allowing them to start working
for their sponsor while waiting for a
decision on their application. Those
who successfully applied in the UK
during this period will be able to
include the time they were waiting for a
decision towards when applying for
settlement.

Early settlement for those in the 10
year private/family life routes

The Home Office have announced a
concession to allow young adults who
have limited leave to qualify for
indefinite leave after 5 years rather than
10. This category is a positive
development especially for some of the
young adults who have been unable to
attend universities and colleges because
of their temporary status.

Maria Fernandes
The concession does not apply
to children and young adults
where the parent or family
member upon whom they are
dependent, is applying, or is
eligible to apply, under
Appendix FM.

To be eligible under this
concession, an applicant must
be:
 aged 18 years and under 25

and has spent at least half of
his life living continuously in
the UK;

 born in the UK or entered as
a child;

 has held 5 years limited
leave; and

 be eligible for further leave
to remain under paragraph
276ADE(1) of the
Immigration Rules and have
made an application under
those rules.



EU Settlement Scheme

End of Covid concession

From 6 October 2021, the concession, which covers
a range of circumstances where, due to COVID-19,
the applicant would have exceeded the permitted
absences from the UK, and broken their period of
continuous residence, will cease to operate.

COVID-19 - Exceptional Assurance
As per the Home Office updated guidance,
exceptional assurance can now be applied only if a
person falls under the following category:

 person intending to return to a country but
he has not been able to return and he has a
visa, leave or exceptional assurance that
expires before 30 November 2021.

 person is unable to return to their country
listed as green and that country has closed
their borders or where quarantine facilities
are temporarily over-subscribed.
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